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cannot be supposed I should insist that all pleasure
is forbidden him, that he must have no diversion,
no intervals from hurry and fatigue, every prudent
tradesman may make an answer for himself, If his
principal pleasure is in his shop and in his business,
there is no danger of him; but if he has an itch
after such diversions as are foreign to his business,
there is the danger, and this propension he is to
learn to check; for every moment that his trade
wants him in his shop, or warehouse, or counting-
house, it is his duty to be there. It is not enough
to say I believe I shall not be wanted, or I believe
I shall suffer no loss by my absence, he must come
to a point and not deceive himself, for if he will
not judge sincerely at first, he will reproach himself
sincerely at last. There is, in short, a visible dif-
ference between the things which we may do, and
the things which we must do. Pleasures at certain
seasons are allowed, and we may give ourselves
some loose to them ; but business, to the man of.
business, is that needful thing of which it is not to
be said it may, but it must be done.

To gentlemen of fortunes and estates, who are
born to large possessions, and have no other avoca-
tions, it is indeed lawful to spend their spare hours
on horseback with their hounds or hawks, pursuing
their game; or on foot with their gun, and their
net, and their dogs, to kill hares, birds, &c. These
men may have the satisfaction to say they have
only taken an innocent diversion; but to the
tradesman no pleasure or diversion can be innocent
if it injures his business, or takes either his time,
his mind, his delight, or his attendance from that.

These considerations are more necessary than
ever to be inculcated in the minds of young trades-
men, for there never was a time when luxury and
extravagance were at so great a height. The ap-